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  •  W i t h  l o v e ,  A n a  •

All about
Georgian Easter

traditions



I would love to share with you Georgian Easter
traditions.  
Easter is a very important festival for Orthodox
Christian world. As you know Georgia is a religious
country. It follows the Christian faith, and
celebrating Easter is the most important holiday of
the year. With red-coloured eggs, special meals,
and desserts prepared during the festive days,
Georgians love celebrating Easter.  Its celebration
in Georgia is special. Easter is preceded by Passio n
Week. 
Those Georgians who are religious fast for 40 days
prior to the holiday, and for almost two months
they don’t eat meat, dairy, fish, or eggs. In more
than 10 000 churches special services are held on
each seven days of the week. The services are
dedicated to the remembrance of Christ`s last days
of life. Most important of all are Great Thursday
and Good Friday. 

Georgian Easter



The Catholicos- Patriarch of Georgia Ilia II commit s
the Washing of the Feet ceremonial after warship
evensong of Great Thursday. He washes the feet of
12 church servants, like Jesus had done. Good
Friday is the hardest day for all Orthodox
Christians. The very important and interesting
ceremony of Deposition of Christ is conducted in th e
churches. This symbolizes human death of Christ,
his descent from the cross and burial. 

Each family paints the eggs in red on Good Friday,
also connected with Crucifixion of Jesus. On the
evening of Holly Saturday just before Easter comes,
all churches conduct services of worship. Churches
are crowded, often making it difficult to access
them. A lot of people attend the special Easter
Service conducted by Catholicos-Patriarch of
Georgia Ilia II in the central church of Tbilisi. 



On Easter Georgians greet each other with the
words “Christ is Risen!” instead of saying “hello”.
The answer comes “Indeed”. 

On this day the doors of all houses are open to
guests. You can taste home-made Paska (Easter
cake) and Easter red eggs, also locals start to gro w
Easter grass one week before Easter Sunday in each
family. 

Cracking those red-coloured eggs is another custom
with which Georgians start the day. They choose
some of the strongest eggs from the batch by
slightly rapping it on their teeth. Those eggs that
make a clear sound tend to be the strongest. Each
member of the household chooses their strongest
egg and starts to crack it by tapping both sides of
eggs on each other. Whoever has the fewest broken
eggs is the winner.



On Monday, Georgians tend to visit graveyards of
their relatives and pay respect to the dead.

 However, due to heavy traffic on Mondays in the
city, some families even do that on Sunday. Visitin g
graveyards has a sacred meaning for many locals.
Under Soviet rule, churches in the country were
closed, thus Georgians started to go to graveyards
to pray. 
They would light up a candle at the gravestone and
sit for a while. Even after the collapse of the Sov iet
Union, the tradition still remains. As Easter marks
the resurrection of Christ and symbolizes eternal
life, Georgians celebrate the holiday with their
entire family, living or dead. 
Therefore, you won’t see sad faces on graveyards,
they come here to reunite with their relatives and
let them know that Christ has resurrected.



It’s customary to give a toast in respect of the
deceased, thus there is always a small feast. When
drinking and toasting the dead, Georgians pour a
small portion of wine on the grave. They call it
“knocking over a goblet.” Usually, those traditions
leave foreigners astonished. 
However, the idea behind it is that Georgians
express a hope that they won’t be alone in the
afterlife, and that their relatives will also come to
visit their resting place and remember them.

This year, in 2021, we celebrate Easter in 1st of
May, but in Lithuania Easter celebration is in 4th of
April. 

Su šv. Velykomis!
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Love, Ana


